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Is that a fate of your creation 4

« )
I don't know why my creator

didn't give me a name...

Ewverywbhere I go they ask me

what is your IP? »



THE
CONCERNS



¢ Recently, when | was doing some window shopping at an
airport, | stumbled upon the exact replica of my design with
just heightened colours. Instead of a dress, this was a
kurta.
On sending a legal notice to them, they shamelessly sent
back 10 pages stating that | forfeit my own design if | have
used it fora certain period of time and have used ita certain
number of times. (on Facebook).

After my legal notice they didn't have the [guts] to sell the ¥+-.__

style so all the pieces have been retracted from all the
stores in A and B towns and also from their website. )

- Nida Mahmood

e I had bought identical copies of my clothes with their (the
Delhi designer) label at a store in Dubai, we both retail
from. | carried them back, but the Indian legal system

doesn'tgive you recourse formuch. ”
- Tarun Tahiliani

o6 | think it's those who go to markets like Lajpat Nagar and

ask for replicas. They need to be more aware that this is ‘\\

affecting the industry.”
- Nonita Kalra

¢ | have realised that legal action can help us. When | got to
know that someone is selling an anarkali design created by
me at half the price | was selling it at, | was really hurt! We
spend more than a month creating these designs and
garments. It is shocking to see that someone is creating 30

of those in a month and making money by copying our ¥~ _

designs. | collected all the evidence, and even sent
someone from my team to the store posing as a buyer to
click pictures and record their conversation. | also had
sketches of my original design. | took all this proof and filed
acase and claimed damages. The person doing it later said
that he was a trader who was getting these designs from a
supplier. So thisisalong chain ofcopycats.”

- Reynu Taandon
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“It all started with one of my fellow designers copying my
innovation,” she said. “One fine day, this very well-known designer

¥ sheepishly told me, 'l can't help [but copy] it [lycra leggings], my
customers wantit'. lwish | had patented it then. »

- Rina Dhaka
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“AII designers should have copyright on their creations and be ready
totake legal action against plagiarists.
| think all designers should do this, and be ready to take legal
against those found guilty.” ]
- Rohit Bal
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¢ We all are fighting cases with our hands tied. These cases go on for
¥ yearsandit'saverytedious procedure. In Paris there is a strong and
immediate penalty, we don'thave something like that.??

- Ritu Kumar

e It's not even only about fashion, design in any form is unprotected

» inour country. So the problem is the legality. But we can't stop
being creative. That's for sure. | am still fine with ‘inspired
collections' but copying something bit by bit is completely
unacceptable.”

- Suneet Verma

e With such growth, there's bound to be imitations. Across the
world, people try to imitate our logo, label and work.??

e With such growth, there's bound to be imitations. Across the
world, people try to imitate our logo, label and work. b

- Manish Malhotra



FASHION

WOES




Fashion World Facing Adversity of Plagiarism...

Tarun Tahiliani

“Ihad boughtidentical copies of myclothes with their(the Delhidesigner)label ata
store in Dubai, we both retail from. | carried them back, but the Indian legal system

doesn'tgiveyourecourse formuch”.

“Now we focus on making clothes very complicated and our USP is our
construction, so most people can'tcopy them

Nida Mahmood

“Brand name suffers the most because of plagiarism”-

“Laws are very flimsy when it comes to design. Many imitated work could be seen in a
wholesale market like Chandni Chowk.”




Does this look similar to you?

And this? Calling Out Copycats

A piece from Manish Malhotra’s collection,

Persian Story and an eerily similar one on

Kalki Fashion A piece sold by a leading lifestyle store (L),

allegedly plagiarised from designer
Nida Mahmood's collection.

A piece from designer Seema Mehta’s collection (L),
allegedly plagiarised from Rohit Bal's collection

But What About the Smart Copier? So How Does a Judge Decide What is Plagiarism, and What is Not?

A Manish Malhotra ensemble worn by Aishwarya Rai (L) and an exceedingly similar
one by Asiana Couture ®

A lehenga by Gujrati Fashions (L), that "borrows heavily’ from
designer Anushree Reddy’s creation (R)



SPREADING THE WORD...

IP'IS THE SHOW STOPPER!




The Oxford Bookstore, New Delhi on
30" July organized a talk on “Plagiarism
in Fashion” with esteemed panelists
including Safir Anand, J.J. Valaya
(celebrated Fashion Designer), and
Nonita Kalra (Harper's Bazaar India
Editor).

The panelists debated on several
challenges that the designers face and
what they can do to safeguard their
creations by protecting their IP. The
audience was a right mix of Journalists,
bloggers and fashion enthusiasts that
resulted in a highly interactive session.

The event was widely reported by the
Media.

THE OXFORD BOOKSTORE

Talk on plagiarism in fashion



Bollygoods brings the buzz with the “meet and greet the designers” event, with over 40
designers and film professionals attending the precursor to the 3rd Edition of
BollyGoods where Anandand Anand isthe Legal Partner.

The firm is participating for the second year running with the event with Safir Anand
beinganHonorary member.
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¢ We have realised that strict action needs to be taken

against plagiarism, and to help members solve copyright

issues, we have invited lawyer Safir Anand as a special

invitee to the board of directors. We are working on ways

to assess the matter and come up with a solution. Butit'sa

larger issue which requires a lot of technical as well as
legal understanding.”

- Sunil Sethi




Safir Anand

Senior Partner and Head of Department
(Trademarks, Contractual and Commercial IP)

“It's beautiful to see how the Fashion fraternity has united
to demonstrate zero tolerance towards copycats and has
now been taking much required steps to protect their
creations from being plagiarized. In the past, designers had
a lot of doubts regarding what to do and what not to in
order to protect their work legally, however, with so many
developments taking place led by instances that
superseded the threshold of their patience... it seems that
the present and the future beholds a demystified vision
about what are their rights and what's the right path to be
followed. I am thrilled and totally enthused to be a part of
this revolutionary beginning that will nurture the entire
fashion fraternity. | wish all the luck and support to fight
against plagiarism in the fashion world.”




Get in touch with us
Phone: +91-120-4059300
email@anandandanand.com

www.anandandanand.com
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