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Not flattery, plagiarism hurts designers' business
bottomlines says Safir Anand

News & Updates « September 12, 2017
Safir Anand speaks to the Patriot on India’s rising legal literacy, efforts by fashion designers to

protect their originality and the saving of the entire creative industry itself.
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ALMOST FRENCH
THE AUTUMN/WINTER 2018 HAUTE COUTURE

SHOWS IN PARIS WERE DOMINATED BY FLORALS,
GLAMOUR AND CELEBRITIES

GCATCH-22

//_\\ ANAND & ANAND

COMING FROM A REPUTED FAMILY OF LAWYERS FOR OVER 100
YEARS, THE MAVERICK SAFIR ANAND, TELLS US HOW COPYRIGHT
INFRINGEMENT AND PLAGIARISM IS A SOCIO-ECONOMIC ISSUE,
HINDERING THE PROGRESS OF THE ENTIRE FASHION INDUSTRY

IF FASHIDM mirmors the timies we'ne
liwing i them Inelia Coutiure Week,
2017 inhabited a universe where
SIAFAET skill and tradi-
tion veils commodification.

. s realities, Hioerhar ol

mg:l design infringement,
eve rwupopl.ﬂnden;nm
could not siver clear of. Rohit Bal,
fiox instance, protected his designs,
S dlied Anju Modi as some images
af her contune collection came with

ANTIFIRACY: French usury house, Louis Wulson, has
EVENT: +LULU AND SKY GOES OFFLINE WITH THEIR FIRST STORE AT SELECT CITYWALK, SANET

. .

a disclaimes, “Dhee sieps have been
taken to protect our I Any viela-
tion of our [P will invoke due hegal
action and nenCes.”

This is when: Saflr Anand
steps in. Salir is the Senior Partner
and Head Trademarks al Anand and
Anard, an Intellectual Propenty law
firmn started in 1923. An Bronomics
(Hons) gracuate from SROC, Safir
stanied COurTs 1
while pursuing !lwa:'“[:mll
Uniwarsity. Over the course of 22
years, be felt the need 1o be 2 sira-
epgist and transactional specialist
and has some of the
higgest luvury houses like Louis
Wtitton, Dior, Cartier and Chanel in
India. He is mow a consulting board
member for the Fashlon Design
Council of India (FDED and
believes that e issue of [PR, in
fashicn, is bdgger tham wissl i seems
a1 the surface.

According te him, plagiarised

her designs, enforced rights and
was IP savvy. The case of Anita
Dungre is also based on a similar
premise wherein her company,

terparts? “The rason
fold,” explaing Safir, *First: Some
ﬂ-.. bedieve that imitation is
1 Form of faty 3o,
ﬂdutmtmhmu?mm
nuotice. Cuslomers, in this case, ane
anxious of paying an exorbitant
price foa such a the

tance of this, because making
oy was s The economy was
open and there were fewer design-
ers. 'With increasing competitian,

ik 1] ol Bloww

designs can even potentially
the svaduation of n company,
can its chamees of getring
an investment in the foture, He
elaborates,” | you take the esample
of international brands, L,oup;
Mmﬁﬂn;]m
£ r -
o, Chutian Lenbouim aC kgnl
by prodecied s med sole. Cﬂrmurﬂm
like Disney have tmdemarked char-
acters like Mickey Mouse; they
haven't even left their fvat. bn India,
Rita Kumar had the first mover's
advantage. Part of the reason why
shegoian invessment of 100 crores
from Eﬂ ui:r Investment
o Caplial in 2004, i
I.rmm:h: had legally paiented

justits

)
they can onl erentiale tuem-
selves based on [B°

However, piracy, despite IFR,
hasn't seized from existing.
Couniries like China, a hecrative
target inacket for oary booses, has
several black markets that sell

wﬁkmmw these
Apple. for example, sued a
store [ China. (hat was selling

prochucts in an identical
wtore format and they won, Many
brands, however. don't wani i

bt alsa it Ep patiern
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SAFEGUARDING: Anita Dongrs has lsgally protected her designs

undertake sctions very aggressive-
Ty In's n chobos,”

Safir also believes that 8 system-
atic cleange needs 1o be indtiated in
the nature of work that goes behind
a desl;n.er garment in India.

iy eed 1o make
uimmrlraﬂﬂwlumn's
ant o regulate the eco-svstem |||.
which Nl.l'l'\evmdudngjnur gar-
ments, Unpegulaced might

Hon in
terms of profits, eveniually the
company suffers in terms of its
evaluation. ['s & mind-ser, whene
thie debate is similar 1o that of
imcome v/'s wealth,”

He further sheds light an how
sometimes inim-industry plagia-
sy doos nod even appen through
intent. “Let’s assume one ndisn
desigres has = Bght with ancther,
In spme cases, it has to do with
intent, which is bad. Bus, in other
cases, it has to do with a situaiion
wherein & kirigar l=ft and joined
amother firm, And, you did pot have
ANy agreeIsent n pme I!hb'_n‘ll!!
be nzaking 80 bhabes for .a,m;
you may bhave sslected only 20 for

PROTOS: LOUES WUTTTON § AMITA XRSORE.

Eour show. The karignr doesnt
abw: othors and later
mmmaﬁ

'}I‘HJ[
the nme khakas 1o a dlﬁmnt
ﬂmlh&dnjmmllﬂdyhdng
MDIPd a0 they don't want o com-
mand rights ot novw, as i will cost
m:t-m hebess, legal Hieracy in
slonty increasing, Safir srys,
“The IF history i India had necul-

of the highest duries are levied on
luxury products. This, i mrm, alss
um:hn in emplymend nppor-
runities. it 4 socio-economic prob-
lem, not just fimancia
FPharmacewticals and automoh|
Indusstrics have faced similar prob-
lems. Howrver, the question is then
of jropardising your safery, If you
look at YouTube ads for CEAT, fuu
axample, they oo
abaut just thels tres; lellrhm
as a means for saferg”
Aclassic exasmpde of an on-goadl
legal battle is between Gucel and
Forever 21, The fast fashion lahe)
copied Guod's trade-
“baluse-resl- e’ and green-
ned-green’ stripes. The American
conglomerate is now defending
itself from a lawsult fled by the
Tealian huxury house. In India, how-
e, the stary is different as design
ﬂl?mﬂ”“l“ﬂﬂ is distributed in a
il hierarchy, Cradt clus-
TS, Lh case, are mene lambs in
an industry ruled by cashmere.
coversd walves. But, the govern-
el is o {aking steps to begally
even those, who do not hag
sufficient means to dao it
themselves. Safir concludes by dis-
closing, “There' this very interest-
ing thing in IPR called
Indication’, which declares that
: o and crafis that come
rom only certain geographical
areas and hunee mj,h,

oiing om with khadi, Khadi was cre-
ated under-an act which munbions
ity use and now peopie using it have
v firsl seek and those
just making concoctions ame not
allorwesd bo sl it s ichadi ™ -

s
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Safir Anand has been invited by the Fashion Design Council of India to its Board of Directors to

“help members solve copyright issues”. Business World had reported how better awareness of their

rights will help designers better protect their rights.
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